Aetiologies, morbidity and causes of death of a population of 133 patients with profound and multiple disabilities taken care in specialized hospitals (15), lysosomial disease (16), malformations of the central nervous system (six), genetic (six), new born child infection (five), polymalformative syndrome (three). Progressive encephalopathies represented 27% of aetiologies. The average duration of hospital stay was 10 years (1 month-43 years), the average age of death was of 21 years (3-52), death occurred in 60% of cases in specialized hospital, in 31% of cases in intensive care unit, in 6% of the cases at home and for 3% of cases in nursing homes. The causes of death were in decreasing order: pulmonary infections (63.2%), sudden death (18%), epileptic seizures (6.8%) and unknown causes (12%). 79.7% suffered from chronic respiratory failure and 72.2% presented episodes of iterative pulmonary infections, 21.8% presented chronic urinary infections, 60.2% were carriers of important scoliosis, 66.9% had drug resistant epilepsy, 78.9% presented digestive disorders and 6.8% of patients presented behaviour disorders.
Discussion.-The main comorbidity and the main cause of death of patients with polyhandicap was respiratory failure. 66.9% of the patients presented epilepsy. Patients presented numerous others comorbidities witch justify acts of prevention. The average duration of hospitalisation were very long and mostly in specialized hospital. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rehab.2013.07.727
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